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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Building Research Evidence for Occupational Therapy in the Asian-Pacific Region
The Hong Kong Journal of Occupational Therapy (HKJOT) is reaching out to our fellow Asian-Pacific occupational therapists
and researchers to provide a platform for greater communication and publication of research evidence. The HKJOT, formerly
known as the Journal of the Hong Kong Association of Occupational Therapists, is an official publication of the Hong Kong
Occupational Therapy Association (the Association) published since 1985, which is now indexed in SCI Expanded, CINAHL,
EMBASE, and SCOPUS. Its aim is to promote the development of theory and practice in occupational therapy and to facilitate
documentation and communication among educators, researchers and practitioners in the field in Hong Kong, China and the
Asian-Pacific Region. We also attempt to advance availability, use, support and excellence of occupational therapy on behalf of
its members and the public. We strive to maintain professional standards to promote better understanding of occupational therapy
in Hong Kong. 
In this issue, there are two overseas papers. Brown and Unsworth have examined the construct validity of the Test of Visual
Motor Integration by applying Rasch analysis to evaluate its dimensionality and content structure in children enrolled in the
Melbourne metropolitan region of Victoria, Australia. Dalvand, Dehghan, Feizy, Amirsalai and Bagheri have compared the effec-
tiveness of their treatment approaches using the Bobath technique, conductive education and teaching to parents in children with
cerebral palsy in Tehran, Iran. The HKJOT seeks manuscripts of research evidence of clinical trials, systematic reviews or meta-
analyses, outcome studies, instrument validation and testing, basic studies to translate research findings to clinical practice, as
well as position papers and clinical reports. In this issue, we are pleased to receive a clinical note by Chow describing a new
splint design for de Quervain disease.
As previously mentioned in the HKJOT, there is an increasing trend of occupational therapy in Hong Kong to shift its services
to community and primary health care. In this issue, we report a position paper by occupational therapists working in the 
Hong Kong Family Welfare Society, which has provided a review of their services and discussed the challenges that they have
faced in accomplishing their roles in community rehabilitation for the elderly. In addition, the commentary by Siu, Shek and
Poon has introduced and explained how to design and conduct studies in community rehabilitation, which is different from those
we implement in hospitals. They have explained the obstacles to conducting clinical trials in community rehabilitation settings and
suggested different strategies to handle these methodological issues. Last but not least, in response to the challenges of this
unique period of transition, as a member of the organizing committee, I would like to invite you and your colleagues to partici-
pate in the Hong Kong Occupational Therapy Symposium, 2009, which has the theme “new frontiers of occupational therapy in
community rehabilitation and primary health care” and submit your research for the conference. More details will be announced
by the Association at a later date. 
Kenneth Fong
Editor-in-Chief
